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in a long and eventful war, attacked them in their camp the moment they had profaned the soil of freedom with their hostile tread, and inflicted a blow which was a prelude to the final result of their attempt to conquer or their poor contrivances to divide us. A few hours was sufficient to unite the gallant band, though at the moment they received the welcome order to march they were separated many leagues in different directions from the city. The gay rapidity of the march and the cheerful countenance of the officers and men would have induced the belief that some festive entertainment, not the strife of battle, was the scene to which they hastened with so much eagerness and hilarity. In the conflict that ensued the same spirit was supported, and my communications to the executive of the United States have testified the sense I entertained of the merits of the corps and officers that were engaged. Resting on the field of battle, they retired in perfect order on the next morning to these lines, destined to become the scene of future victories, which they were to share with the rest of you, my brave companions in arms. Scarcely were your lines a protection against musket shot when, on the 28th, a disposition was made to attack them with all the pomp and parade of military tactics, as improved by those veterans of the Spanish war.
"Their batteries of heavy cannon kept up an incessant fire, their rockets illuminated the air, and under their cover two strong columns threatened our flanks. The foe insolently thought that this spectacle was too imposing to be resisted, and in the intoxication of his pride he already saw our lines abandoned without a contest. How were these menacing appearances met? By shouts of defiance; by a manly countenance not to be shaken by the roar of his cannon or by the glare of fireworks rockets; by an artillery served with superior skill and with deadly effect. Never, my brave friends, can your General forget the testimonials of attachment to our glorious cause, of indignant hatred to our foe, of affectionate confidence in your chief, that resounded from every rank as he passed along your line. This animating scene dampened the courage of the enemy; he dropped his scaling ladders and fascines, and the threatened attack dwindled into a demonstration which served our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
